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areas where violent revolutionary doctrines found their chief
followings.
But overcrowding was not all; the incubus of past building
neglects was tremendous. Pestiferous courts and alleys still
abounded; dearth of sanitation, of water, of air, of sun, afflicted
many hundreds of thousands of dwellings. Even above these, the
typical homes of the artisans in the manufacturing towns—cot-
tages in long rows lining mean streets, quite sanitary, but ugly,
smoke-blackened, and monotonous—were apt to be starved of all
such amenities as access to parks, or indeed to beauty of any sort.
From the end of the eighties onward, socialist or labour repre-
sentatives began to secure seats on local councils; and there they
found they could immediately affect issues of this kind, vital to
their class, which were out of their reach as trade unionists.
Their experience formed a mainspring of the labour idealism
whose advent will concern us in the course of our next chapter.
As at the close of Chapter IV, it is necessary here to add
a warning against construing the economic facts too unfavour-
ably. England in the nineties, even more than in the eighties,
was in many respects losing ground. But most of the losses con-
cerned her position in relation to other countries, or to the future;
for the present, and considered absolutely, her condition was
prosperous and improving. Just as her population grew despite
a falling birth-rate, so her exports grew despite multiplied losses
of foreign markets. It is true that in neither case did the balancing
factors hold much probability of permanence; but there is a
sense in which practical statesmen have no business to look too
far ahead. The policies adopted during the queen's reign had
lifted the English out of the slough of the forties, and enabled
their teeming multitude on its narrow island to reach higher
levels of economic comfort and political freedom than had ever
before been witnessed on any large scale in Europe* The thing
had been and still was a miracle; about which on the occasion
of the two Jubilees the whole country gave expression to its
gratitude and pride.
And if on some sides efficiency now slackened, on others it was
tightened up. Particularly this was true of the Civil Service,
which after thirty years of recruitment by public examination
from the pick of the universities had improved its quality out of
all recognition. It was also true of the local governing institu-

